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upon a nice point too; it must be confessed that it is because there are so few religious families, that there are so few religious servants.
Fir. Niece. That is true, madam; but on the other hand, loose, profane, irreligious servants, are a great hinderance to the setting up religious families. Those I am utterly against.
Aunt. And that is the reason, child, that I say they should not be taken into our families.
Fir. Niece. And should be turned out again as soon as discovered, and that without any certificate given them of their good behaviour, or without giving them what we call a good character.
Aunt. We cannot deny them a certificate, child, when they have not wronged or robbed us, the law requires that of us.
Fir. Niece. But then, madam, the certificate should mention that I dismiss such a man, or such a maid, for being a profane, irreligious person, or for breaking the Sabbath-day, or for not going to church, when ordered to go there, or for going abroad to be merry, when they should have been at church, and such like, as the case may happen to be.
Aunt. I own there is a great deal of reason to do so; but we are apt to think it hard to do so, and that it is taking a poor servant's livelihood from them.
Fir. Niece. But we should consider too, how much harder it is to push a profligate wretch into a sober family, under the recommendation of a false character. We cannot say we do justice to our neighbour, or to do as we would be done by: for still I go back to what we both said before, that irreligious servants are a great hinderance to masters and mistresses in setting up religious rules and . exercises in their families.